JOHN   EVELYN
and hair of a lovely black; of constitution more
Inclined to a religious melancholy, or pious sadness;
of a rare memory and most exemplary life; for
economy and prudence esteemed one of the most
conspicuous in her country.3?
There arc portraits of Evelyn's father and mother
at Wotton.* A striking resemblance can at once
be noticed between the portraits of John Evelyn and
his mother with her long face and very pronounced
nose. She is far from good-looking., but there is
character in tine face, and a pleasant expression in her
large,, observant eyes. She is depicted standing, with
a beautiful lace collar and sleeves, very minutely
painted, her hands are crossed,, and one of them is
delicately caressing a large rose. The father with his
pointed beard has a shrewd, determined and
commanding look, and the artist has caught the
"quick and piercing eyes."
John Evelyn was born at Wotton on October 3ist>
1620. He was called John after his grandfather
Stansficld, and was christened by Parson Higham,
the incumbent, in the dining-room at Wotton, At the
age of four his education began. One Frier gave
lessons in the rudiments to his little pupil in the
church porch. But after a year his father decided to
send him to Lewes to reside with his maternal
grandfather, John Stansfield, of whom he must: have
held a high opinion. Stansficld's first wife Eleanor
(John's grandmother) had died, and he had married
again* Two years after John's arrival in Lewes
* Reproduced in The Evelyn Family, by Helen Evelyn,
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